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indexed. Not illustrated. 1851 Excerpt: .are natives of warm climates; but they will nevertheless bear our English
winter very well without so much care: they hide themselves in old walls, or burrow underground, like our
squirrels and hedgehogs. How very curious this sleepy habit is, mamma! Do you think the animals require such
a long rest? No, I do not imagine that can be the reason; because some animals who, in their usual haunts,
spend some months thus, when placed in warmer situations, do not sleep except at night. The field-cricket, for
instance, hibernates in rural districts; but in the precincts of a country town, migrates, as it were, to the kitchen
hearth, and there enlivens us with his cheerful chirp all the winter long. This winter sleep seems, therefore, a
merciful provision for those animals who could get no proper food in that rigorous season, or who would die of
cold if exposed to the air. Mamma, how do all these creatures know when it is time to rouse up again, if they are
buried so deep in the ground? That same wonderful instinct which causes those who require it to store up food,
teaches them to awake at the proper season, when the warm atmosphere and the opening buds supply their
necessities. I wonder whether a snail, or a dormouse, would wake any sooner, if anybody took the trouble to put
it in proper warmth while it was asleep? That experiment has been tried on some animals which could...
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